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The Attack on the Pope:

“New Link to Bulganal_ls

ByNICHOLAS GAGE

The authorities in Westam Europe
have information that supparts testi-
mony given t them by & Turkish assas-
sin, Mehmet Al Agcs, that when be
tried to kill Pope John Paul I on May
13, mmmamg;tthebmw
Buigarizn intelligence agents.

The evidence, thmgbnmemchmve,
includes intormation trom & Bulgarian | ;
otﬁanlwboddeasdmmm Jn)y
1881.

, TIbe olficial, lurdan ’Manarov 487
years old, told French ‘intelligence’
a.gemsthattheplotmhﬂ.\tbe?upems
gevised by the K.G.B., the Soviet imelli.
gence agency, and by the Bulgarian se-
cret service, which many Western intel-
hgmcespea_almcunsxderamem

1o Moscow.

‘J'inParis. His defectionhas been kept 50

mbandgoodsmdswmtortheir
boats out of Bulgarian waters. This in-
tormation comes trom an associate of |
Bekir Celenk, a Turkish businessman,
who Mr. Agea said offered him $1.251
mﬂhaninSoﬁatnthemmerum&m
killthe Pope. .
b mw»mm
MrMmmv,‘theBnlsnnmwhods
tfected in France, was-deputy commer-
<cial attaché at the Bulgarian Embassy.

«quiet-dy the French Internal Counter-
espionage Service that the French have
only recently -told the United Stales
Cmallmehxgmee&gmcyabmnin .

According to Freach imellipence
sources, Mr. Manterovanid his debrief.

T"THE plan’ vnsﬁnvnnp,m-
“rov said, becanse the WO agencies be-
lieved that the Pope-was the keystone of
& United States effort 1 subvers the

-Polish Govermment and move it away ] ot The triend, be said; toid him abow

$rom the Comraunist bloc.

Tre Bulgarian Government has

i called the implication that Bulgarians
| were iovolved in the assassination at-
itempt 0o the -Pope -entirely -without
-foundation and ‘z fabrication put 3o

gex.hervammtdhgmeeagm

asﬁmhewasadmehmdofahxgb-
.yanking -official in the: counterintelti.]
md&mmdtbekﬂgmxnmms&
| carity agency, “the “Durzhavne Sigur- |

gmmgahm.mcmst intelli.

wpence agencies that the Pope had beep

Wasmmtobelpmsmpz
native Poland.

- 3'Mr. ‘Mantarov <identified the ‘high-

Tanking Bulgnnancmaa]asmmiw|

“Savov and said be was an official of the |

cies. The Soviet Union has Tepeatedly
‘denied eny roleinthe attack. .

i'to French imelligence sources, repre.
; seats the firstreport from & Bulgarian
Idetecmrwhominanomaﬂposjnon,
l.at the time.of the shooting. 1t was wn.
wvuaddmmgatwo-mmthmvsugn-l
ﬂmb&’TheNew’x’ort'nma.maem.
countries, oftbepmmadam

P‘uunplot. Tt

" Contacts inItaly -

‘I‘henrvstigmonalsofmdthat&m
gel 1. Amonov, 35, an officia) of Balken
Airiines whom the Italians are holding
on suspicion’ that he was Mr. Agee’s
Bulgarian accomplice, mredlycon-'
tradicted information be gave to the
Ilian authorities about his ‘IDOVe- |
moents and contacts in 1y, . |

And it fmmdtbn'!\u‘bshsmugglers
who Mr. Agce said financed his travels -
aher his escape trom prisan in Turkey |
in November 1979 -such close t!es
with the Bulgerian guthorities, mdud.‘
ing the state tean-lry police, that they
wmpmdedmthdepmsmmm

' ﬁmedtbeensmofmotﬁua]of:be

‘Buigarian security . agency with - the |
amneDszwrSavov tbw.ghtbevsma
they could pot “immediately confirm

thathemwhohh vawdhe'

Was. -
2 4Mr. ‘Mxmam sa:d Mr. Sawv told
-hzmthat in 1979 the K. G.B. concluded

" <had first-hand kno
“-patiop plot, accor

- important official

“ter's patiopal adviser, whowas
Jvora in Poland. Mr. Brzzmshs
Mhmmmemssm
ing, was to take a of growing
-unrest in . Paland .and break its tes to
.Moscow. 1t_is pot clear on whdt basis
%&-G-B mshThavemcbedsucha

] .RespomemEleeumoanpe,

The response to the election of Pope
‘Johm Paul II — made by the Soviet au-
thorities and copveyed w the Bulgar.
ians, according 10 Mr. Mantarov's ac-
count — was 1o *‘eliminate” the Pope, |

Bulgarian security

m"s sjatemem tc

Mr.
cammot be indeps
‘seems clear that Ny

aurity agency for
Svirdiev, & forme
ga.nnnagmcywh(
oW lives in West ¢
given the pame Dj

STAT

knew of one per

&mmmem--; s VA WARY A LU
of .counterintelli-

1960°s was in
-gence tor Bulgaria's western and south-
‘esn *nezglabors -— ‘Yugnshm and

jlater, t.he former co‘kmd smd, Mr.-
s:vwwassumaht'omiwhnemuve:-aeecspm-the
nege operations Serving as
cemmercial attaché in 2 Bulparian em-
bassy. Be-could not remember 1o what
q)\myMr Savovwasassigned, | -
v | ‘Defectionino Reimsin1981°

%A source with contacts iri‘the Bulgar-
ian Embassy in“Paris sai@ Mr. Mzanta-
YOV, Who is married and has a daughter,
was -Uepity comimerical attaché from
1979 to-the summer of 188}, whmhede-
fected while visiting Reims. -

1t is Dot known whether French intel-
ligence officiais have -told the ltwalian
-authorities about Mr. Mantarov's dis-
closures,~but it appears unlikely, be-
-cause they are known 1o be protective of
‘the informetior they coliect. Nope -of
the halian officals interviewed, includ-
ing the investigating magistrate, Ilario
Mzrtells, gave any hint that they knew
ofthe new defector. -

According to the French sources, Mr. !
-Manmrov said the K.G.B. became sus-

picious immediately after the election
of Cardinel WojrylsasPopeinmaba
-cause it coincided with growing unrest
inPoland over corruption.and misman-
agement in the Polish Government.

The Eastern European imelligen
services, especially the K.G.E. and tbe
Bulgarian agency, came to believe that
the election of the Pope was

engineered -
by Mr. Brzezinski to inspire the Poies to

strike out against the Comrmunist sys-

tem, Mr. Mantarov wid his debriefers. |

Be said that wben unrest mounted in

; Poland and the Popesupporied the aspi-

rations of Polish ‘workers to organize
- into independent unions, Eastern Euro-
pean intellipence agencies became cop-

. cerped that their fears were correct and

the K.G.B. began discussions with the

Bulgarian intellipence serv:eean 8 wWay

toeliminate John Paunl II. .
Killing of Turkish Editor

1.

Mr. Mantarov gquoted Mr. Sevov as
saving Mr. Agca was chosen as the as-
sassin of the because he was.
known throughout the world as a right-
ist afier killing & libera! Turkish pews-
.paper editor, Abdi Ipekri, in 1879 and
had no links to any Communist country.
«He was spirited out of & Turkish prison
-on- the night of Nov. 23. 1678, by un-
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